AIR-RAID 

PROTECTION 


For  the  People 


Sound  the  Sirens 

Factory  workers  throughout  Britain  have  been  killed  in  air  raids  because  falling  bombs  were  the 
first  sign  of  danger.  Working-class  mothers  and  children  have  been  victims  of  bombs  before  the  sirens 
sounded  or  after  the  all  clear.  The  policy  of  putting  profits  before  the  people’s  lives  must  be  ended.  The 
sirens  must  be  sounded  in  time. 

House  the  Homeless,  Full  Compensation 
for  Losses 

Thousands  of  working-class  families  have  been  rendered  homeless.  Their  furniture  has  been  destroyed, 
their  clothes  ruined.  End  the  makeshift  conditions  now  being  provided  for  them. 

The  Government  has  taken  over  hotels  and  blocks  of  flats  for  other  purposes.  Let  it  take  over  the 
hotels,  commandeer  the  great  houses  and  luxury  flats  now  lying  empty,  for  those  who  lose  their  homes 
through  air  raids.  Provide  immediate  compensation  in  full  to  those  who  have  lost  their  belongings.  Full 
wages  to  those  who  have  lost  their  jobs.  Immediate  cash  payments  to  repair  broken  windows  and  damaged 
houses. 


Build  Proper  Shelters 

The  rich  can  get  bomb-proof  shelters.  Working-class  districts  do  not. 

Look  on  the  back  of  this  leaflet.  The  Haldane  shelters  could  give  real  protection  to  all.  They  must 
be  provided  in  all  towns,  for  all  factory  workers,  for  their  families,  and  for  all  children  whether  at  home 
or  at  school. 

They  are  not  being  built  because  the  Government  refuses  to  pay  the  full  cost. 

Compel  the  Government  to  protect  the  people’s  lives.  End  the  cement  monopoly  which  is  stopping 
the  supply  of  material.  Put  the  unemployed  building  workers  to  work.  Build  Haldane  shelters  everywhere. 

Immediate  measures  to  prevent  Anderson  shelters  becoming  waterlogged.  Seating  accommodation  in  all 
street  shelters. 

Put  A.R.P.  on  a  Proper  Footing 

Workers  who  have  to  spend  hours  in  the  shelters  must  not  suffer  any  loss  of  earnings.  Time  lost 
must  be  paid  for  in  full. 

Proper  ventilation  and  fresh  air  must  be  provided  in  every  blacked-out  factory. 

Thousands  of  voluntary  A.R.P.  workers  are  being  called  out  night  after  night  Time  off  from  ordinary 
work  must  be  arranged  and  paid  for,  so  that  their  health  and  their  work  should  not  suffer. 

Get  Together 

In  factory  after  factory  workers  are  taking  up  some  aspect  of  A.R.P.  In  streets  and  housing  estates 
petitions  for  better  A.R.P.  are  being  signed. 

The  demands  outlined  in  this  leaflet  are  the  minimum  to  provide  immediate  air  raid  protection  for  all. 
Get  together  and  discuss  what  you  can  do  to  insist  that  the  Government  immediately  puts  your  demands 
into  operation. 
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THE  HALDANE  SHELTER 

The  description  “  Haldane  Shelter  ”  does  not  apply  to  a 
shelter  of  any  particular  -hape  or  .siz^e..  It.  applies  ratib.er  to 
a  method -of  designing  ahd'  building  shelters.  Designs  for 
shelters  of  this  type  were  submitted  and  recommended  to 
Sir  John  Anderson  last  December  by  the  Co-ordinating 
Committee  for  A.R.P.,  of  which  Professor  J.  B.  S.  Haldane 
is  chairman.  In  April,  Sir  John  stated  that  his  experts  had 
reported  favourably  on  them,  and  in  June  that  local 
authorities  who  built  shelters  of  this  type  would  receive 
grants.  There  is  still  no  sign  of  any  drive  to  build  them, 
however,  and  money  ia  being  spent  on  inadequate  brick 
types.  The  main  features  of  the  Haldane  shelters  are: 

(a)  They  consist  of  compartments  for  about  50  persons 
which  can  be  grouped  together  in  various  different  ways, 

(d)  The  staircases,  and  the  walls  of  the  passages  linking 
these  compartments  on  both  sides,  are  used  to  give 
additional  lateral  protection. 

(c)  There  is  a  group  of  lavatories  to  every  three  com¬ 
partments. 

(d)  The  shelters  are  equipped  with  seating,  electric 
lighting,  first-aid  post,  gas-proof  entrance  locks,  and 
ventilation  in  the  roof. 

(e)  All  the  walls  are  of  12-inch  reinforced  concrete,  and 
the  roof  is  of  6-inch  reinforced  concrete.  Both  the  roof 
and  the  walls  can  subsequently  be  strengthened  by  adding 
additional  concrete  (see  diagrams  A  and  B). 

Many  shelters  of  the  Haldane  type  have  been  built  (in 

the  first  stage)  by  the  Finsbury  Borough  Council  underneath 
playgrounds  of  housing  schemes,  in  open  spaces  and  on 
vacant  building  sites.  In  Barcelona,  too,  a  great  number  of 
similar  shelters  were  built,  and  these  were  strengthened  to 
resist  quarter-ton  bombs.  They  can  be  built  either  above 
or  below  ground.  If  below  ground  the  time  for  construction 
(owing  to  excavation)  is  longer  and  the  cost  higher  than  if 
above  ground,  but  the  subsequent  strengthening  is  quicker 
and  cheaper.  In  congested  areas,  shelters  can  be  built  with 
two  or  more  storeys. 

With  proper  organisation,  Haldane  shelters  can  be  substantially  completed  in  the  first  stage  in  a  month  at  a 
cost  of  £6  to  £7  per  head.  If  forced  artificial  ventilation  is  introduced  the  capacity  can  be  increased  and  the  cost 
per  head  reduced  well  below  this  figure. 
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PLANS  SHOWING  DIFFERENT 
SIZES  AND  ARRANGEMENTS 
OF  SHELTERS  . 

(These  illustrations  are  reproduced  from  the  pamphlet 

Better  Shelters.) 
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